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brother in succession, in the order of seniority. Such cases
necessarily lead to jealousies and disputes, and other great
evils; but they are much more rare now than in former times.

These peculiar usages of the Nairs naturally give to their
females considerable social influence and liberty of choice
and action. It is remarkable that most of the Sudra females
are taught to read and write, though they can be expected to
profit little by their training while no better books than
heathen songs and foolish legends are within their reach.

This class of people cherish a most tenacious attachment
to their native locality and country, and are rarely known to
engage in travel, or to emigrate to other parts of India.
They were once trained to the use of arms; they carried a
sword and shield, and were noted as warriors, but little of
the martial character is seen in them now-a-days. Able in
the management of business affairs, they are crafty, unscru-
pulous, and deceitful. Polite and even respectful when an
object is to be gained, they are often arrogant and oppres-
sive toward their inferiors and to the weak. Hence they are
greatly dreaded and disliked by the various classes beneath
them, whom they treat in this severe and tyrannical manner,
but who now, by British influence and by the progress of
enlightenment and of Christianity, are gradually being freed
from the power and domination of their hard and exacting
taskmasters.

The ILAVABS, SEANARS. and others, form a third great sub-
division of the population. These constitute the highest
division of the low castes. The Ilavars number 168,866; the
Shanars 85,861; and the potters, washermen, barbers, and
mountaineers, who may be classed with them, 69,399; making
in all 321,126.

The Ilavars and Sharfers differ but little from one another
in employments and character, and are, no doubt, identical
in origin. The Shanars are found only in the southern dis-